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all things, a false accuser. M. Garnier cited cases in which
hysterical women had brought the most monstrous accusations
against their relatives, their neighbours, and their very fathers
and mothers, the whole being entirely a figment of their sick
brains but related with such perfect self-possession that
even courts of justice had been wrongly led to infer that
they were true. M. Garnier considers that the mental state
of the hysterical woman is that of a child with a great
tendency to lie. Imagination, auto-suggestion, and hystero-
suggestion find in her a fruitful field and either as witness or
prosecutrix she is dangerously suspect. In any case the
judge in a trial where hysterical women appear should have
them examined by a medical commission as a means of

protection.
Cancer and the X Rays.

At the same meeting of the Academy M. Labb&eacute; remarked
that a decision had been too quickly come to as to the cure
of cancer by the x rays. For his own part he thought that
the cases reported by M. Vigoroux were those of benign
tumours which could always be removed by ordinary surgery.

The Care of the Body.
At a conference recently held at Charleville upon the

necessity for personal cleanliness M. Secheret gave the
following interesting statistics. 100 of the working-class
population were taken at random. Of these, two took baths
in a bath, 18 washed their feet when they changed their
socks, 52 wa‘hed their feet twice in the winter, their bodies
and neck every Saturday, and their heads never, while
28 never washed at all.

Gastrotomy for the Extraction of 25 Foreign Bodies.
At the meeting of the Academy of Medicine held on

July 15th M. Monnier related a case of a young man, aged
22 years, who had been admitted to hospital for epilepsy,
from which he had suffered for some time. When in hospital
he was observed to have melasna but no gastric trouble. He
also suffered from permanent acute pain in the left hypo-
chondrium, together with a sensation of crepitation. The

diagnosis of foreign body in the intestine was made and the
patient was transferred to the surgical ward. An incision
was made over the junction of the descending and
transverse colon but the intestine was found to be empty,
although the stomach was noticed to be full of various
metallic bodies. The incision was prolonged in the line
indicated by M. Labbe and an incision two centi-
metres long was made in the stomach. 25 foreign
bodies were extracted, comprising eight coffee-spoons, the
lower portion of a three-pronged fork, one staple (patte-
fiche), two bodkins, one tooth of a comb, one blade of a
knife, one needle, and one key, the total weight being 230
grammes. To extract these it was necessary to use Pean’s

long forceps, for the cavity of the stomach was very large.
As a general rule these foreign bodies lay perpendicularly to
the large curvature of the stomach and at the cardiac end.
The mucous membrane was not appreciably ulcerated. The
stomach was closed with three layers of silk sutures and the
abdomen was closed without drainage. The patient re-

covered without a bad symptom and on the twentieth day
he was in perfect health. He had been allowed meat to eat
for a week previously. After the operation he confessed
that he had swallowed all these foreign bodies some six
months ago, but he could not remember how long a time he
had taken to do so.
July 20th. 

----- - ______

VIENNA.
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

The Use of Radium in Surgery.
AT recent meetings of the Vienna Gesellschaft der Aerzte

interesting discussions on the physiological action of radium
took place. Dr. G. Holzknecht and Dr. G. Schwarz reported
the results of their experiments made with radium on animal
tissues. They had found that the majority of animal
tissues, especially the vitreous body and the crystalline lens,
became fluorescent and phosphorescent under the action of
radium, and they therefore concluded that Dr. Loudan of
St. Petersburg erred in supposing that there was an irrita-
tion of the retina by the radium rays. It may be remarked
that phosphorescence of the liquid contents of the eye
under the influence of Becquerel rays had already been

1 THE LANCET, July 11th, p. 130.

observed by the well-known German natural philosopher,
Professor Giesel, some years ago. But more interesting;
from a practical point of view were some cases presented-
at the last meeting of the society by Dr. A. Exner and
Dr. Holzknecht. These two physicians at first studied
the pathology of the dermatitis produced by the action
of radium. They found that the radium rays caused a-
degenerative change in the cells of the skin, in the cells
of the walls of the capillaries, and in the interior of the-
small blood-vessels. They also succeeded in obtaining very
remarkable therapeutical effects by the use of radium. Dr.
Exner showed a case of Melano-sarcoma of the Skin in
which an operation had been performed three years ago on
the humerus and in which a great number of cutaneous
melano-sarcomatous tumours, varying in size from three
millimetres to 1’5 centimetres, had appeared round the
shoulder eight months ago. These tumours had been,
exposed once for from five to 25 minutes to the rays
emitted by three milligrammes of radium bromide. All
the tumours which had been exposed more than 15 minutes
became smaller a fortnight after the exposure and dis-

appeared after a month. At the same time only a very-
slight dermatitis was produced in the skin covering the-
tumours in question.. A second similar case of melano-
sarcomacutis treated in the same way also showed much
improvement. A third patient treated by radium rays
suffered from epithelioma of the lip and had been operated
on twice-namely, in 1891 and 1897. The disease recurred &deg;

and there was a growth as large as a cherry when the
patient was admitted to the General Hospital in May. From
May llth to June 3rd the tumour was exposed to the radium
rays six times for from 15 to 20 minutes. Seventeen days’
after the first exposure the tumour had decreased in size very’
remarkably and its presence could not be recognised by
clinical examination on June 26th. At the same time it was
uncertain whether any cells of the new growths remained.
All these cases were highly instructive as they showed that
pathological formations could be destroyed by the action of
radium rays without any obvious harm being done to the-
surrounding healthy tissues. The cases presented by Dr.
Holzknecht were a successfully treated case of Psoriasis
Vulgaris Gyrata (exposed for one minute), a case of Lupus
Hypertrophicus of the Face (exposed for seven minutes), and
an improving case of Epithelioma of the Cheek (exposed twice
for five minutes). The last case presented by Dr. Holzknecht
was one of Telangiectasis Plana of the Whole Left Upper
Extremity and was very interesting. Eight spots of half a
centimetre in diameter had been exposed for 10 minutes to- =
the rays with the result that eight spots of the same size,
consisting of perfectly normal and white skin, were visible.-
amidst the red surface of the n&aelig;vus. This case showed that.
the radium rays gave even better cosmetic effects than other,
methods of treatment. The general effect of the demonstra-
tion was to prove that radium acts as a very important
remedy in many malignant diseases, in the treatment of which,
it will no doubt to a great extent supersede ordinary surgical
methods and the application of the Roentgen rays.

Post- Graduate Courses.
Two series of vacation courses will be delivered this year,

the first commencing on August 3rd and the second on
Sept. lst. The duration of each series will be four weeks.
The majority of the courses are delivered either at the-
Vienna General Hospital or at institutes in the immediate
neighbourhood of it, so that the student has not to lose time
in going from one course to another. The fees for a single
course varies from 50 to 100 kronen (from &pound;2 to &pound;4) and the
aggregate duration of the lectures or demonstrations is at-
least 20 hours. The following courses will be given in
August : Anatomy and histology (normal), topographical
anatomy and embryology, by Dr. Helly ; normal anatomy
of the central nervous system, by Dr. Schacherl ; gross
pathological anatomy, by Professor Ghon; pathological
histology, by Dr. Stoerk ; bacteriology, by Dr. Landsteiner ;.
patholcgical dissections, by Dr. Landsteiner ; pathological
anatomy of the central nervous system, by Dr. Schacherl ;
pharmacognosy, by Dr. Hockauf; diagnosis and treatment
of internal diseases, by Professor H. Schlesinger, Dr. von

Czyhlarz, and Dr. Weinberger ; diagnosis of heart and lung
diseases, by Dr. Braun ; diagnosis and treatment of gastric 
and intestinal diseases, by Dr. A. Schiff and Dr. von Czyhlarz ; m
physical methods of examination, including radioscopy, by
Dr. Weinberger ; diseases of children, by Dr. Zappert and"
Dr. P. Moser ; diagnosis and treatment of nervous diseases,
by Professor von Frankl-Hochwart, Professor Redlich, Dr
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Raimann, Dr. Erben, and Dr. Fuchs ; mental diseases,
by Dr. Stransky ; surgical diagnosis, by Dr. Schnitzler;
diagnosis and treatment of diseases of the urogenital
system, by Dr. Zackerkandl; "atypical" operations (in
cadavere), by Dr. Foederl ; pathological histology of the
eye, by Dr. Wintersteiner ; ophthalmoscopy, by Dr. Winter-
steiner and Dr. M. Sachs; diagnosis and treatment of
external and internal diseases of the eye, by Dr. Froehlich
and Dr. Hanke ; ophthalmological operations, by Dr. Hanke ;
laryngology and rhinoscopy, by Dr. Rethi and Dr. Hanszel ;
rhinological and laryngological operations (in eadavere), by
Dr. Hanszel ; practical "otiatrics," by Dr. Alt, Dr. Frey, and
Dr. Alexander ; otological operations, by Dr. Frey; and
otological operations (in eadavere), by Dr. Alexander.
July 16th. 

________________

NEW YORK.
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT. )

Accidents from -Fireworks.
JULY 4th was signalised in New York by a more than

usually lavish display of fireworks. There were many more
or less serious accidents. In connexion with the use of toy
pistols-a favourite mode by which young Americans evince
their patriotism-an interesting point has been raised by
Dr. Connolly, the bacteriologist of the Newark, New Jersey,
board of health. Dr. Connolly stated a few days before
July 4th that he had found the bacillus of tetanus in blank
cartridges on sale, thereby accounting for-to his satisfac-
tion-the origin of the lock-jaw which so frequently follows
wounds inflicted by toy pistols. Dr. Park, the bacteriologist
of the New York board of health, is not of the same mind
with Dr. Connolly as regards this matter. He says that
exhaustive investigations made by him two years ago
revealed nothing of the sort and that he remains con-

vinced that the infection comes not from the cartridge
but from fragments of skin, extensively covered with dirt,
which are invariably driven into the wounds. The question
is one that can doubtless be settled, although on the face of
it there would seem to be a stronger case for Dr. Park than
for Dr. Connolly. One fact is certain-that the children of
New York are given far too much licence on Independence
Day. To allow young boys to carry pistols and to use them
to the menace of the public is foolish in the extreme.

Action by a Surgeon to recover a Fee.
A somewhat curious case is being tried in the United

States Supreme Court before Referee James E. Kelly at the
present time. Dr. Manley is suing to recover$525 (.BI05)
from the executor of the estate of the late Bridget C. Barrett.
Dr. Manley’s fee was for medical attendance and for
operating for the removal of an abdominal cancer. Mrs.
Barrett died and her husband refused to pay the bill.
One of the witnesses called for Dr. Manley was Dr. Lee
who assisted in the operation on the late President McKinley.
Dr. Lee, in course of cross-examination, said : "The fact
that the person does not live does not relieve the surgeon of
his responsibility at the operation he has performed nor does
it in any way mitigate his feelings ; and, in fact, a man
should be paid more when a patient dies than when he
recovers." Dr. Lee further said that a surgeon gets some
credit if the operation is a success and is blamed if the

operation does not prove a benefit and consequently surgeons
have to base their charges on the responsibility they assume."
At the time of writing the case had not been decided.

Floating Hospital of St. John’s Guild. 
Mention has been made in THE LANCET on several

occasions of the work done for children in the hot weather
by the Guild of St. John. During the summer a hospital for
children at the seaside is carried on by this association. 
Last year two floating hospitals, carrying mothers and
children from the tenement district of New York, sailed on
every day of the week for a trip in the bay, thus affording
the dwellers in this poverty-stricken neighbourhood the
opportunity of enjoying fresh pure air for a few hours.

Only one floating hospital will be available this summer

owing to lack of funds. This decision was reached with
much regret at a recent meeting of the board of trustees of
6t. John’s Guild in order that the expenditures necessary for
the summer might be kept within the limit of the contribu-
tions. The contributions received last year were not
sufficient to pay the expenses of the two floating hospitals

and the seaside hospital. If, however, enough money is
received at an early date the second floating hospital will be
put in commission.
July 10th. 

___________________

Obituary.
ROBERT HALL WOODHOUSE, M.R.C.S. ENG., L.S.A.,

L.D.S.
BY the sudden death of Mr. Robert Hall Woodhouse at

the comparatively early age of 52 years the dental profession
loses one of its most distinguished members. He was the
son of the late Mr. G. E. J. Woodhouse of Ansty, Dorset, and
was educated at Milton Abbas Grammar School. He came

to London in 1868, passed the College of Preceptors’
examination, and entered at the Middlesex Hospital. He
obtained the diploma of M. R. C. S. when 21 years of age and
subsequently commenced his dental studies at the Dental

Hospital of London. When fully qualified he entered upon
private work by assisting his uncle, Mr. A. J. Woodhouse,
whom subsequently he joined in partnership. He was for

many years officially connected with the Dental Hospital
of London as surgeon and as treasurer to the Dental
School, holding the latter responsible office till within a
short time of his death. He became Vice-President of
the Odontological Society in 1892 and President in 1896.
In 1901 he was elected chairman of the representative board
of the British Dental Association. In a quiet and un-
ostentatious way he did much to raise the status of the
dental profession. He was conscientious in all his official
duties, attending committee meetings and discharging
all work intrusted to him with the utmost ardour and

fidelity. Save that he lost two of his sons-one of whom
was killed in the South African war-his private and
domestic life was uninterruptedly happy. He was married
in 1880 and leaves a widow, four sons, and a daughter.
Though he worked hard he had the courage to take

long holidays and towards the last few years of his
life he reluctantly gave up to some extent both hospital
and private work in obedience to medical advice. For
the last two or three years his health had failed some-

what. Degenerative cardio-vascular changes, probably of
gouty origin, manifested themselves, first by retinal haemor-
rhage, then by mitral and aortic disease, and then by a slight
hemiplegic attack. Whilst recovering from the last-named
condition and whilst full of hope that he might shortly
again return to work he was seized in the early hours of the
morning of July 8th with an attack which was in all prob-
ability one of angina pectoris and died within the space of
an hour.

Robert Woodhouse was one of the best of men. To know
him slightly was to like him and to respect him; to
know him well was to love him. He endeared himself to
everyone by his simplicity of mind, straightforwardness,
integrity, generosity, charity, and consideration for others.
His charity was of a high order ; when he helped one

friend he did not tell another. In his official and

professional life he was the very soul of honour. In a
word, his personality was such that not only did it influence
for good during his lifetime those who were fortunate
enough to know him, but it remains in their memories and
will continue its influence even though Robert Woodhouse
is no more. 

____

FRANCIS HARRISON WALMSLEY, M. R. C. S. ENG.,
L.S.A., J.P.

: THE ranks of our profession in -Manchester and Salford
have again suffered grievous loss in the death of Alderman
Walmsley of Higher Broughton, who has soon followed hisneighbour, Dr. R. Crean. He was only taken ill on July 12th
and died on the 16th. He was in his seventy-fifth year,
but his neat, alert figure and air of activity told little
of the weight of years. His father was a medical man,
living in Dale-street, not far from the present infirmary,
and there Walmsley was born. He decided to enter the
medical profession, became a student at the Pine-street
School of Medicine, now merged into the medical depart-
ment of the Owens College, and at the Manchester Royal
Infirmary, and became qualified in 1849, soon obtaining an


